
 
 

 

The recent events affecting some water companies in England and Wales has put the 
entire sector in the spotlight raising questions around Government choices made nearly 
40 years ago (privatisation and regulation) and their effectiveness. In the public debate 
therefore more than one voice is asking whether the industry set up is still fit for pourpose. 
Italy started an industry reform nearly 30 years ago that has not been rolled out 
completely leaving some parts of the country without a company providing water 
services. However the operating context for water companies in Italy is dramatically 
changing because of climate change. Inevitably this will require some thinking around 
whether completing the application of the reform of some 30 years ago is sufficient or an 
altogether new approach is required. More generally the English case provides important 
insights into key regulatory challenges beyond the water sector (role played by different 
type of ownership, increasing investment needs, adequate returns and affordability for 
customers etc) that are being discussed by the Italian regulatory community (e.g., 
introducing new regulation-ROSS-in the energy sector). In this context the seminar aim is 
to try to distill key lessons from the English case that can be used as a guide for the Italian 
reform and overall regulatory thinking. 
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